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Observations Appropriate to the

Birthday of a Great American.
Coming as It does «t a moment of domesti*

anxieties and International difficulties, the anni¬

versary of the birth of George Washington must

supply a needed stimulus to patriotic thinking,
to a fresh examination of the meaning of the

American idea and the real mission of the Amer¬

ican people.
It was natural, it was perhaps inevitable, that

at the outset of the world war the people of the

Unltad SUte« should permit their sympathies to

follow one «Mo or the o'.her of the great battle

line which now divide* a continent and think in

farms of partl**ar**-hip rather than of neutrality.
In the wider aaflM it i« impossible for men

or women to be neutral In the presence of human
strife and international coofli '.. W« aro bound
to applaud the French, condemn the Germans,
approve the Russians, criticase the Briti<-h as our

several Inclinations and associations lea.!
Thus It ha« been tliat to a «lepree almost un¬

suspected m past months the interest and the

sympathy of the people oí our own country have
1-een enlisted in the cause of foreign nations, and
this has caused a forgetfulness of the Ameri¬
can aspect, the American concern, the American

point of view In the present worlel crisis.
For all of this th© recent diplomatic exchanges

between our own government and Great Britain
and Germany must already have supplied a nat¬

ural and wholesome corrective. In the same

fashion the overheated and purblind enthusiasm
of certain bearers, self-appointed bearers, of the

hyphen has furnished a warning nation-wiele.
Nothing is more i.atural than that the British,

facing tho first preat content since Napoleon
failed for St. Helena, the first challenge of their
i-ea supremacy s*ince Trafalgar, should look hope¬
fully out across the storm-beater. Atlantic to the
shores settled by people of their own race, popu¬
lated by those who still speak their tongue, pre¬
serve their common law and retain much of their
great tradition.

Equally explicable Is the fact that the German

people, now assailed by land aiid sea by a storm

which is grinding up the seed corn of their race,

should turn also from a hostile Europe to a neu¬

tral America, wherein dwell millions of German
descent, who have contribute«! much to the mak¬
ing of the Republic and to the preservation of the
union of states.
To us Americans these appeals will have a

meaning varying as «¡ur own individual sympa¬
thies and traiiiti..'.*- vary. But the time has come

.has perhaps passed when Englishman and
German certainly, but Americans equally, must

i realize that our allegiance, our obligation, our
'

duty lies first, absolutely, to our own nation,
I which, against its will, seems to be drnwn a little

nearer month by month to the edge of the ever

widening crater of the war volcano.
In 1861 It was the American, the North and

South, from th«*ir differing battle front across

tha PoUrmae and tho Rapidan, which sought the
support, the aid of Europe. Rightly, properly.
Europe, France, England, Russia consulted their
oam national lntereeta, not ours; kept the peace
at home and declined to send their sons to die for
an American cause, an alien issue.
To-day our own position must be the same.

The reaponaa of our own government, its deter¬
mination to hold the balance of neutrality true
between the contestants, is wise, honorable, the
only possible course of a government charged
with tha protection of the happiness and the well-

being of millions of Its citizens.
But th* hands of the government should be

upheld by a people who are not led by momen¬

tary amotions. transient anger, to forget that for
us all, for the world itself, it is most vital that
the United States should pursue its own work.
fulfil Its own mission, rc-ist to the uttermo.t all
effort to draw it as a partisan of one of the com¬

batant« Into the batt'e line of Europe.
To think, to fei!, to talk as Americans, to rec¬

ognise that for u« American interests and Amer¬
ican rights are of primary, of exclusive Impor-
jtance.this is the first duty In the present crisis.
ISyrnpathy, charity, all that can be done under the
Rod Crosa or the White, in Belgium or Poland,
in East Prussia or Northern France, to mitigate
suffering, eave the helpless -this should be done.
But nothing more.

In the fac* of an International crisis we shall
s*rv* no cause, least of all our own, if we are

not faithful to ourselves, our tradition*; if we

do not place our own country as high In our own

acal* as tha citizens of Europe now righting
place theirs.
Of the peri!« of entangling alliances, neglect

of American Interests, disregard of the Father¬
land, th* words spoken by Washington more than
a century ago remain a living warning. He was

Fa great American, whose example has new f<
| and meaning on the present anniversary.

.Needs of the Blind.
On* of the regrettable features of the prSMBt

financial depre-M.-n is the falling off In contribu¬
tions to specialized philanthropies and the conse¬

quent curtailment of their work. The New York
Association for the Blind reports that, though its
field of work has been augmented b-acause of
numerous refugees from the war zone who have
come to it seeking assistance, its funds have
diminished, (lasses have l-ee:t closed and work
han had to l»c dem« el to those who have sought it.

It if a pity that tint splendid organizativn has

to be thus hampered in its service to one of tho

most helpless classes of unfortunates. Unten
they are taught to help themselves the blind are

hopeless. The LighthouB« gives thorn hope bf
teaching them to work, furnishing them op-

portunities to work; and helping them to under¬

stand and take part in the pleasures of life. To

see the results of this work la to sympathize with

it and desire to help in it. It would be a fine thing
if many people able to KAe substantial help to

others would visit the Lighthouse and see for

themselves what is «Seing done for tho blind. After

such a visit there would be a generous response to

the asso.*iat inn's appeal for contribution«.

Half a Million Tons of Hostages.
On February 10 our government, protesting

against certain implications of the German "war

7rtr.e" proclamation, warned Germany that «she

would be held to strict accountability "for the

destruction on the high seas of an American ves¬

sel or the lives of American citizens." A pErt of

the German press is disposed to dismiss this

warning as tin idle threat. The Berlin "Mor.tags-
zeitung." for instance, said patronizingly the

o'her day: "What harm can America do to Ger¬

many? .She has no army and her fleet would not

dare to approach nearer our shores than docs the

English. The expulsion of Germans from Amer¬
ica would mean her ruin. America's threats are

simply ridiculous, and it is more ridiculous for
us to take them in carr.c.-A"
The "Montagszeitung" overlooked on« very,

important fact. There are interned to-day In

our ports fifty-five German and eleven Austro-
Hungarian merchant ships, with a total tonnage
of 518,706. The value of these ships is many

timer« the value of American merchantmen likely
to he imperilled in the German "war rone." Here
is a situation which should have a very calming
effect on German opinion.
Apart from the possible damage which our

army and navy would be able to d«e to Germany
If we should be driven to protect our rights on

the high seas, we are in the most favorable posi¬
tion possible to exact compensation for attacks
made on our merchant marine. There are sixty-
six perfectly good reasons why the commander
of a German submarine should hesitate about

precipitating reprisjils by torpedoing an Ameri¬
car. .-'nip.

Federal Quarantine Preferable.
Governor Whitman can do rot only this city

and state but the whole country a service in
causing the transfer of the quarantine station
nt this port from state to federal control. The
committee on public health of the Academy of
Medicine is urging this action on him, as It did
on Governor Dix when the latter, for purely
political reasons, removed Dr. Doty as Health
Officer of the Port. It was realized then, as it is
now, what a menace to New York and to the
United States was tho use of this post for pur¬
poses of political patronage.

To-day New York is one of only two ports left
in the country whose quarantine is under state

regulation. All the others, forty-eight in number,
have come under the control of the Public Health
Service of the Treasury Department, a (service
much less subject to periodic political pressure
than the smaller state bureau, and one which has
1'een able to co-ordinate Its work for the benefit
of the entire nation. New Jersey is as much con¬

cerned in tho quarantine regulation of the port
of New York as New York is, yet she has no

voice, direct or indirect, in its policy or enforce¬
ment. The bulk of immigrants and of traffic enter¬

ing New York is destined for interior points be¬
yond the state's jurisdiction. Is It fair that
these interior communities, any more than New

Jersey, should «Upend for protection upon the
caprices of New York politics? Finally, do the
citizens of New York care to continue paying
$76,000 or IMOO.OIJO a year for a service which
the federal government can perform better and at
much less cost?
The only possible argument against the pro¬

posed transfer is a political one. Governor Whit¬
man should disregard it in the public's favor.

The Kah-Rah Remains.
Our forefathers preferred email towns for

their colleges. Their reasoning was perfectly ob¬
vious.the email town they considered "safer"
morally and less distracting mentally. An off¬
hand survey of the older typical colleges shows
what an astonishing mnjority of them were

founded In small towns.Harvard, Yale, Prince-
ton, Dartmouth, Williams, Bowdoin, Amherst.
aome of them in otherwise tiny hamlets far re-

moved from the lure of the metropolis.
It was the old idea of the cloister, descended

from an age when scholars were all monks and
intended for one in which most scholars became
ministers of the gospel. The product of theae
institutions in a subsequent era of materialism
and irreverence has been the rah-rah boy.

But Mr. Joyce Kilmer tells the readera of
"The Times" that the rah-rah boy has given
place to a new type of American student, "a nor¬

mal young man, aware that the campus is not
the most important place in the world; aware,
in fact, that the university is not the universe."

Unfortunately for Mr. Kilmer's argument, he
takes hi» samples of this super-youth from Co¬
lumbia, with an incidental reference to their ex¬

istence in Harvard. "Brown of Harvard is no

moro," he asseverates, but Brown of Harvard
hasn't existe«! for more than a decade.at Har¬
vard. Harvard, though founded in a small town,
is now part of a large metropolitan community.
Her faculty ar.d students have reacted to this
environment by secularizing their point of view
and taking themselves less seriously. This, of
course, is even truer of Columbia, one of the few
older institutions to brave the moral and cultural
hazards of a city home. In these institution«,
a- Mr. Kilmer points out, faculty member- are

men of the world, and students actually profess
enthusiasm for literature, even to the point of
(rotating it. In Columbia they write for the mag¬
azines, and so they do at Harvard, and have done
for years. "The Brown of Harvard of to-day
must be represented not as a crimson-sweatered
gladiator, but as a cross between Strindberg and
George M. Cohan."

But is all this true of the product of those
institutions which still dominate and overwhelm
their little communities? By no means to the
same extent, either h faculty or student body.
Back where the campus is the town's greatest

there are still left plenty of dry-as-dust
-ors and then rebellious rah-rahs. "The

College Widow" remains a transcript of a phase
OÍ «ontemporary life doCTOOd by our ancestors in
au excès» «jf aolkitoUoil for their descendants.

The Conning Tower
TMIZ ORAND TOUR.

N'cvrr had New York seemed so alluring*.
-.1 brimming with things to be done and peo
pie to be seen a- on the morning 1 went to
he measured for my ti» ket. It was a warm.

rainy morning in mid-February, a« the real
¡stic authors sav yet New York th« heart
less, New York"the cruel and »elfish, seemed

suddenly inviting and hospitable. To sever

myself from it seemed suicidal.
Hundreds of times i have watched depart¬

ing travellers. Always I have envied them,
.¦.etting out for adventure, romance, excite¬
ment or rr«t- And T have felt sorry for all
who were left behind to pursue their per-
hapsle«¡s existence in the drab citv, where1

they did the -ame thine: yesterday they
would do to-morrow, and where the only
variation would be in the length of time they
would be delayed above Ninety-sixth Street
on the downtown subway trip mornings.
Rut the citv 1 was about to leave, and to

leave deliberately, had become fairyland over

night. \>w York has always seemed like a

prison to me: btit T imagine that a prisoner,
suddenly granted the pardon he has worked
for and hoped for for year«, might have some

misgivings as to whether his freedom were

going to Come t^p to the bine-prints ?nd
.specifications of his dream. When the suf
fragists get the ballot. I wonder . .

T had had an unusually good breakfast.
There had been, among other joys, griddle
cake« of the lighter-than-air variety, utterly
drenched in unqualifiedly pure maple syrup:
and perfect coffee. Vistas of molasses and
chicory loomed up; T was to leave this prov-
enderial paradise, and all because Î wanted
for to admire and for to see a few Western
towns.

It was as though somebody had asked me

what T thought of the world and 1 had re¬

plied that I didn't consider it, ai worlds
went, much of a success; that it was full of
injustice and fakery and selfishness and ug¬
liness and jealousy. And as though my
questioner, a sort of Aladdin of the bad.a
Maladdin, as it were.had said, "Well, you'll
have to die in two days. Still, as it's such a

badly run world. 1 suppose you'll mind leav¬
ing it." I tlpink Í should find the world full
of a number of desirable and lovely things.¦
51 per cent of the things and people being
desirable and lovely and 100 per cent oi them
interesting.

1 walked down the Avenue; and for the
first time felt the combination of pride and,
vanity about New York -walking Manhat-j
tanitis. "Will Los .\ngeles." 1 wondered,
"have anything to compare with this?" And
1 prayed for strength to keep me from say¬
ing, to a boasting California!-, "Yes, I know.
but we have 85.000 people at one of our
world series games, and the Woolworth
Building is 2.oJ4 feet high." 1 might even.

1 thought, have to boast about the circula¬
tion of the Evening Journal. Again T prayed
for strength. . . . Wc in Xew York do
not lisp in numbers; we megaphone in num¬

bers.
Î met a friend. Ordinarily Í should have

hurried on, but now I let him talk, and hi*-
monologue seemed enchanting. It really
did; I am not evading, ^^ Mrs. Humphry
Ward does when she says that a lot of witty
dialogue followed .and lets the unwitty
reader imagine it. Meredith is the one au¬

thor whose press-agenting of his charactci *'
conversational ability coincides with what
the characters say. . . . My friend asked
me to dinner on Washington's Birthday. I
told him l'«l be in Emporia °n that day.
"Oh." he said, as who should condole. And
1 began to think <^f the plays 1 should miss
seeing, and the Illustrator--* Smoker on the
26th and the excitement in the office and the
arguments with the city editor over some¬

thing 1 didn't like in the paper and the
nightly troubles attendant on making-up.
And then I entered the ticket office.

I decided to dive, rather than to test the
water with my toe. "I want two tickets to
San Diego and return." I said, just like ask¬
ing for five subway tickets. The ticket man
was a courteous, efficient and intelligent
gentleman, lie asked me where I wanted to

go, on the way. [ .«aid I didn't care, as long
as they threw F.mporia in. The rest of it
was his responsibility. He assumed it nobly.
He gave me the longest ticket I ever saw;
and it inspired me with confidence and am¬
bition.
"Bring on your towns," 1 mused, "and

townspeople. T could write a book on the
trip to Altoona, a poetic drama on the dining
car head-waiter. (By the way, I wish some¬

body would write a nove! about a dining-car
head-waiter. He is less human than a base-
hall umpire. What does lie do when he is
off duty? [Or, rather, "dutv."] What
thoughts are his- .-\nd what hopes'-.

I started to pack. Now, although I had a
four-years' course at Armour Institute,
which was founded by that greatest of pack¬
ers, Philip Danforth .\rmour, 1 am a p«>or
packer. I have a world of speed, but no
control whatsoever. "Tut !" I cursed. "This
is woman's work ! Woman's place is at the
trunk." .And so I allowed Diana to do it;
and. though I say so that shouldn't, she did
a perfect job. Vet I am allowed to vote.
while all she is permitted to do is to remind
me not to forget to register.

As to writing enough to fill a column, that
shall not bother me. I am vacationing, and I
shall not be there in the composing room to
know when 1 have reached the lastline. J
am setting myself a minimum time-scale. I
shall work an hour (Pacific or Western
time) a day. If a column be filled in that
time, all ripht. If I do only four lines make
the most of it. ye in the office.

And oblige

A DAY FOR AMERICANS.

THE PEOPLE'S COLUiMN AnP?E," fSS.,orPublic Debate.

"THEY CANT DO THAT!"

The Attitude of the Neutral» Toward
Germany.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In the "Deep Purple" one of the

character*), indignant at some police
outrage, exclaims, "But they can't do
that!" and another answer». "That's
what your lawyer tells you when you're
in jail."
Long ago. when the Germans invaded

neutral Belgium, burned Louvain, shot
.I,.- em and, with threats of hang¬
ing the bo tagei they had taken,
ransom the hole world exclaim .1'
"Bat they can't «lo that! It's acainal
the declaration of this and the treaty
of that and the conference of the other
rlace; it'« against international law
and th«' Mages of polite society and
civilized peoples. They can't do it!"

In answer the Germán.« »hrlled the
cathedral at Ühtims, from which Red
Cross flag« were flying, incidentally
killing some of their own wounded.
"But they can't fire on sacred édi¬

fices," lin- civili'.ed world explained,
"nor on the Ked Cross!" And the Pope
t.dil them they could not do that, and
architects, historians and ait lovera
over all the world told them.
So the Germans sent airship« over

Paris i.nd h"r monument» and art
treasure!, and dropped . bomb on a
lawyer and a little girl. The bomb tore
off the leg of ;he little girl. When in
the hospital -he became* conscious she
*aid, "Don*! tell my mother how serious
it is!" liny »eat Zeppelins over
Pont-a-Mou- on and Nancy, killing more
children, and thin with that thorough¬
ness for which thi-ir General Staff is
celebrate'«!, and that there might not be
more children to confront them later,
at I'emiretnont dropped a bomb on the
Maternity Hospital.
And the civilized world »aid: "But

you agreed not to drop bomb« on un¬
fortified places. So you can't do that."
And in answer the Germana »ent

warships to bombard th.- watering place
of Scarborough. At ¡-carborouuii the
«.nly fort» are those the ehildren build
in the sand. It is as though tiiey had
-helled Atlantic City or l.'itif Branch.
li one group in a playground thev
killed fourteen schoolboy«, and else¬
where «f'veral babies. It was a record
bag. Bui the woild «'».. v, ry indignant
and pointed nut that they could not do
that, and by international law rgid
treaties and «crap-, of paper proved
thev could not do that.
But this indignation was not ex-

pres«ed to Germany.
So, in consequence, Germany «ent

submarines into neutral water» to de«
:.entra! merchant ship». Ar I

again, among themse'.vel, the neutral
»poke with indignation. "They

can'* do mat!" thev exclaimed. "They
fik ^nnn-eombalai.' captains

lOt '. paBMI
a ». Ith ana 20th

of th i i
tial ¦ i\a*er

a peí e raised iti id, and v* bib
n terroi s eluaiaj
reverse ! her entine« the torpedo tore
into her bowel«. The iubmar.ni- tank
to ri-e another .lay. and the neutral
»team. *t.k. but no*, to rise
¦gain.
The rr.me ef the neutral power* and

the civilized peoples i» that at the tint
outrage perpetrated by Germany they
remained f-.lent. The individual pro¬
tested. From platforms, in editorial«,
in Congress, l madi* himself heard.
But no individual, no matter how just
may be hi- indignation, can communi-
catf that indignation to the German
Kmperor. IIi« government must do
that for h:m. And as no government
bad the courage to protest, to speak«h*rply, to brandish the "b.g «tick."
e'ermany exclaimed. "We bave a free
band'" and r.,m hi! hastened to
wor»e. From the moment *he broke
her word and entered the neutral ter-

ntory of Belgian, the rights of every
neutral wore in jeopardy. The man
who is false to one will be false to an¬

other. But the neutral powers could
not see that. Belgium seemed so far
away. And in the United .States v.e

were so entirely aaurrounded by water,
so comfortably nato. .So, although as

joint signers of the agreement mad'«
at The Hague it whs our privilege and
duty to protest, at* said nothing. Nor
did any other neutra!. And, embold¬
ened by the silence, Germany broke,
one after another, all the rules of war.
All war il wasteful, unintelligent, in¬
decent. But lUadily, for several hun¬
dred years, the effort has been made
to make it Itll inhuman, to limit the]
death and suffering it entail-« to the
actual combatants. The effort has
been made to get away from the days
of the Huns, who packed, looted and
raped; from the days of our Indians,
who burned villages; from the ethic«
of Raisuli, the Moorish bandit, and
th«* Mexican cattle thievea, who with
threats of death held up non-com¬
batants for money. But to the days
of these outrages Germany has re¬

turned. Instead of the neutrals set¬
ting the standard for war, thejr al¬
lowed Germany to set it. They havo
allowed her to drag it back eight hun¬
dred years. And, guilty as she is, I
cannot see that those who stood by
while Belgium was desolated, and chil¬
dren and women were killed by bombs,
and mines were spread in tho open sea
that belong«".i to all of them, are not

equally guilty.
If you go to a tight at the Garden

and one of the men strikes below the
belt you will hear from several thou¬
sand spectators. The spectator is In
no danger. No one is hitting him. He
is comfortably, safely seated far from
the combat, smoking a cigar. But still
he yell«, "Foul!" and threatens the
referee. Why? Because he is !n dan¬
ger? Ko, because he desires fair play
and ins; ts that the roles of the game
ho respected.

If. *.' the start of this war, our gov¬
ernment and those of South America,
l'u!y. Spain, Norwr.y, Sweden, lien-
mark, Holland and Switzerland lud
jointly pretested t.< Germany against
the outrages the c «mmitted, against
her breaking all the rules of civilised
warfare, they might not onljr have pre¬
vented the destruction of lives and of
dies, but e-.«-ri might have brought
the war to a cióse.
To a committee who came to discuss

our attitude toward the nations at war
I'reiideiat Wilson used these words:
"Think of America first!"
Spoken by Holland or Switzerland or

any neutral nation that As small and
weak, that sentiment might be under¬
stood. Coming from a great and pow¬
erful nation of a hundred millions, It
;i most unpleasant. Nor do I believe
the American people aie as selfish as
that. I also like to think of America
t-rst. and had she made protests against
the outrages of ««ermany in behalf of
.tie Allies as affronts to humanity and

ation. when this war is over she
would have *tood first. But now it is
too late.
When the burgisr» are finally driver,

away the man who tnought of himself
first and crawled uiiiler the bed Is not
given much consideration.

RICHARD HARPING PAVIS.
New York. Feb. 21, 1915.

Help, Not Alms.
To »he Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In reference to the different
opinions of "Bundle Day," its uses and
abuses, I would like to say that there
are lots of decent people who, having
no work and trying to get along, would
be only too gis to have «ome of these
clothes for their chi'dren ami them¬
selves. But thev would rever ««tan<Í in
line. If it were possible to put a
small price on the-«-1 goods, then they,

who are Jttst as needy as the extreme
poor, would reap some of the benefit.
I -neak from experience, and think this
should be done. I am sure there would
he a large demand for goods «old cheap,
and it would take away the sting of
eharity, which this cln«is of people will
never be able to get rid of. J. B.
N*W York, Feb. 11, 11)15.

FAITH INSTEAD OF LICENSE

The Attitude of Christian Science
Toward Medical Practice.. .

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In reply to an article entitled

"Mealing with No License" in your
iisae of February 19 permit me to sa¬
ture you and your readers that Chris¬
tian Scientist : have no desire to amend
the meelical practice act in so far »«

that act applus to the practice of medi¬
cine, but they certainly have a desire
to amend it in so far a« it goes out¬
side its domain to place spiritual com¬

munion with the Almighty in the same

category with drugs and surgery and to

drag the law of God down to the level
of human codes. God, not man,
spiritual understanding, not human
knowledge, is the healer in Christian
Science.
The attitude of the medical profes¬

sion toward Christian Science is not
unlike that at Kphesus, when the sil¬
versmiths cried for the blood of Paul
because his preaching was interfering
with their tra«ie of making shrines for
'ho worship of Diana. "Ye know," said
I)eni«-trius to his fellow craftsmen,
"that fly this craft wo have our weslth
. . but . . this Paul hath uer-
suailed and turncil sway much people,
-aying that they be no gods which ar«s
made with hands."
Your readers will doubtless readilv

admit that it would be most unjust to
require a mi mber of ct-.e religious be¬
lief to subscribe to the doctrines of
another b-fore he would be permitted
'..i worship in his own way, and I as¬
sume they .¦'¦¦ 11 .is readily admit that
it woul'i he equally unjust to require
the Christian Scientist, who, of course,
does not employ medicine, to take an
examination in materia medica before
he would be permitted to practice
Christian Science. The Constitution of
the United State« declares that all men
ere born wirh "certain inalienable
rights," "among which are life, lib-'
crty and the pursuit of happiness."
This ««creel privil«>ge is ai priceless to
:he Christian Scientist as it is to other
liberty loving Americans, and because
of this the i hristian Scientut has dedi-
t ited himself to defend it against every
foe. ROBERT S. ROSS.
Christian Science Committee on Publi¬

cation.
New York, Feb. 19, 1915.

"PREPARE FOR PEACE"

The Lesson of the Centenary of tho
Treaty of Ghent.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
S r¡ To lover» of humanity, to-day,

the centenary of the ratification of the
Treaty of Ghent, should be marked an
the reddest of all red letter day«.

It offers a suggestion for a «ane and
¦atisfactory settlement of a weary
world'i woes and wars
The Treaty of Ghent was derided

by contemporary diplomats as ridicu¬
lous :id contemptible, but it ha« kept
the peace for 100 year». Why?
Simply because there wa. nothing in

it to humiliate either »ignatory. There
was no eeaaioi of territory; no talk of
any ca«h indemnity; not a clause to
:ankle and sting and call for revenge;
no "aitting on bayonet»"; nothing to
bread futur« war.

By a «ubseuuent "Ru»h-Bagot »r-

rangement** a practical mutua' Y«-
armament was agreed to, and every
warship diiappeared from the Great
Lakes; and because'of a further "tacit
understanding:" not a fort ha« beea
built along the border line between
tiiiH country and its northern neighbor.

"If you want peace prepare for
peace"; this was in effect tho Monroe
Doctrine, applied in practical politic*,
as opposed to the accurs. d European
system of militarían,, with i*_« motto,
"If you want peace prepare for war."
The present "recrudescence of bar¬

barism" in Europe has not only
shocked, it has temporarily para¬
lysed, the whole world. The balance
of power failed to balance; the concert!
of nations failed to produce harmony.
The armed peace simply insured war.

Something else has to be tried, snd wi

are all, from the youngest to th« old¬
est, personally interested in the m»t-
ter. Everybody haa a duty to giv«
his best thought as to how to settle
this world question and settle it right.
American public opinion is a tre¬

mendous power to-day, even In Europ«,
and it is desirable in the extreme that
that opinion conform with the Ameri¬
can «ystem and its splendid motto: "If
you want peace prepare for peace!"

EDWARD BERWICK,
Vice-Preiident American School Peace

I<eagu«.
Pacific Grove, Cal., Feb. 14. 1»15.

Turn About'« Fair Play.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: While our American-German
friends are ihouting because thi
l.usitania flew the flag of the l'nlt«d
Stite«, permit me to remind them th«i
they thought it a "cute" trick wh«n
the Kmden, flying the Japan«»« flag,
sank several ships la a Far Eastern
harbor.
And for the particular benefit of Mr.

Beneelict Prieth, of Newark. N. J !«t
me suggest that Germany did a flour¬
ishing business in the year lBt»»* In
exporting rifles and ammunition to

Spain, and «luring the Balkan war

Krupp armed Turkey.
Of course, it makes a difference when

the other fellow's ox is gored.
New York, Feb. 7, 1913. W. P. F.

"Finnegan" Find« a Friand.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As a constant reader of your
esteemed paper permit me to expre»»
my appreciation of the recent articles
by "Kinnegan."
While pervaded by the keene«* sen»«

of real humor, they are at the ««mo
time philosophic, pungent and pur¬
poseful.
They will he a great "flrst aid" to th«

wandering sheep longing to return to

the true fold from which they hav«
temporarily been lured by the glamour
of a brand new promised land.
Keep up the good work! Nineteen

sixteen is well worth the winning.
OPTIMIST.

New York. Feb. 6, 1915.

Public Borrico.
To the Editor of Th« Tribune.

Sir: I can only wish that half of
th« expiassions of appreciation that wo
have heard from hundreds of people at

headquarters and at our meetings with¬
in th« last two day» could reach th«
editorial room of The Tribune. Thou¬
sands of thinking, public spirited m«n
snd women have been delighted by the
breadth and the wisdom and the sanity
of your editorial on the "Suffrag«
Crisis."
A live, well balanced paper like Th»

Tribut.« .s a public »erviee to any
community.

HAHRIF.T B LAIDLAW.
New Yoik, Feb. 15, 1016.


